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Dutcheſs of Morrogh, 


Mapan, 


HE Hour Your Grace 44 me in Ap- 
mm this Sermon when Nou heard 
in Commanding the Publication of 

it, and Allowing me to Preſent it to Your ſelf, 
is too great to be refus'd. I ſhou'd not have 
DAS * A 2 5 thought 
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thought it worthy. of the Preſs, but for Your 
Grace's Approbation of it; nor have ventur'd to 
have ſent it abroad; but» under ſuch. a . Pro- 
tection. 
THE Occaſion of my preaching it was from - 
an Indignatiom I had to dee the Impreſſon that has 
been made on ſome of the People to the Preju- 
dice of the Adminiſtration, by a Courſe of Slander, 
and the worſe Defign grafted on it, of ſtriking at 
the Juſtice of the Revolution. When they had 
endeavour'd to render Her Majeſty's Adminiſtra- 
tion odious, then was it thought a proper Time 
openly to attack a Fundamental. Principle of the 
Revolution. This muſt be dane under a Pretence 
of Loyalty to the Qucen, and a mighty Zeal was 
ſhewn "i Her Majeſty's Hereditary Title to the 
| Crown, on purpoſe to caſt a Reflection on the Act 
of Settlement. | „ 
Lam far from charging the Generality of the 
People with an ill Meaning in it. A few cuming 
Heads will lead great Numbers after em, who 
do not (ee into the Conſequences of what they do. 
They are told-the Church is in Danger, that there 
is a Deſign to alter the Frame of the Government, 
and to introduce a Republick; and can the Peo- 
ple be blam'd if they do any thing they are in- 
torm'd will extricate em out of theſe Daypers ?: 
| SET No: 
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No: The Fault is in thoſe that tell e em ſo, if it 
be not true; and if it be, I am content to be 
call'd the SLANDERER. 
WHEN there is a Pretender to Her Ma 36 1 
Crown, it is not a Time to diſavom any 705 J 
Title ſhe has to it, as J doubt not that is which 
ſhe has from the Act of Settlement, as well as the 
| Hereditary. It was the only one King Witham 
of GToklous MEmory had; and fince it was- 
not in His, I hope it will not be diſputed in Her 
Majeſty's Reign. I ask Your Grace's Pardon for 
laying this before You, Which! is ſo well known | 
to Yu Grace already. | 
Beſeech God los to preſerve the Quzzx' 
to be a Bleſing to the Nation, and to make all 
Her Subjects ſenſible of the great Benefits and 
Advantages they have under Her Majeſty's Admi- 
niſtration; and as He has particularly own'd the. 
uſtice of Her Title, by giving the moſt conſtant 
Succeſs to Her Arms ; ; ſo may the general I hank-- 
fulneſs of the whole Kingdom for the Ha pine ſo 
and Security they enjoy under Her Majeſty's Reign, 
be ſeen in a dutiful Sion and wareſerv'd Obe- 
dience to Her Government. 

. MAY the Duke of MaxiBoroUGH and Your- 
Grace: long live to reap the Fruits of His great 
Services to his Country, and as you =. 

a | Nn 


. — 
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ders am 7 by dhe Bahr of Gan 
in this World, ſo may You be proportionably 
happy in the next. This is the earne Prayer of, 


Y% 


Ma DAM, 
. Your Grace's moſt Obedient, 


and moſt Humble Servant, 
Windſor, June the 2 
26th, 1710. | | 


The. Goddard. 
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Preach'd at 
St. George's Chapel. 
James III. I. 
| | 
My Brethren, be not many Maſters. | 
RE Word dene, which in my Text is | 
tranſlated Maſters, properly figaifies Teachers, \ 
and the Apoftle means by it ſuch as afſume to 
. = themſelves a Power of Cenſaring and finding 
fault with every thing that is not juſt according to their 
own Notion and Model of Things. Th | 
As it is every one's Duty to Exhort, Reprove, Rebuke | 
thoſe that are in any Degree of Subjection to him, when | 
they tranſgreſs their known Duty; ſo tis an unpardonable : 
Fault to be Cenſuning and Judging other Mens Actious 


who are no ways under our Government, upon every ſup- 


poſed and imaginary Neglect of it. 


In 


—_—— . 
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In the 234 Chapter of St. Matthew, when our Saviour 
had condemn'd the Scribes and Phariſees Affectation to 
be call'd Rabbi, Rabbi, Maſter, Maſter, he cautions his 
Heaters not to arrogate to themſelves thoſe Names, 
Ver. 8. But be ye not called Maſters, for one is your Maſter, 
even Chriſt, and all je are Brethren. And likewiſe at the 
roth Verſe, Neither be ye called Maſters, for one is your 
Maſter, een Chriſt. Theſe Texts give Light to the A- 

poſtle's Meaning, when he commands us not to be many 
Maſters, knowing, ſays he, that ye ſhall receive the greater 

\ Condemnation ; that is, Do ye not preſume to cenſure and 
judge one another here, becauſe ye are all reſerv*d to a 

greater Jude ment hereafter. . When the Lord Jeſus ſhall 

be revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, then 
is the proper 'T'ime for Judgment. He is your only Maſter 
now, and will be your on Judge. EE 

St. James in this Chapter ihews both the Dificalty and 
Foe, of bridling the Tongue, a Member of great Uſe 
and Advantage to us when rightly order'd and govern'd, 
for therewith b/e/s we Gop : but a very naruly Evil, and 
full of deadly Poiſon, when indiſcrectly manag'd; for 
therewith alſo curſe we Men, who are made after the Si- 
militude of Gop. That part of the Miſgovernment of 
the Tongue, which the Apoſtle chiefly deſign'd to reform 
by this Chapter, is raſh Cenſure or — other Mens 
Actions, which fall not under our -Cognizance, and be- 
long not to our Juriſdiction; a ſetting our ſelves up as 
the Maſters, Teachers, and Judges of all Men, fo that 
nothing ſhall happen within the compaſs of our Know- 
-ledge, but we ſhall examine it as critically, and cenſure 
it as confidently, as if we were the proper and only Judges 
of it; not conſidering that we our ſelves are Men, aud 
upon that account not only incapable Judges of itthro* the + 
Shortneſs of our Faculties, but alſo improper ones, becauſe 
„ we are liable tothe ſame Faults, and reſerved to the ſame 
Judgment. This 


EY 
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Anis Sin, Dow odiops over in che Arc tio, 
ſeems to have gain'd great Reputation in ours, there ha- 


- 


ving never been at any time fo general a Liberty taken in 
Judging uncharitably of other Men, as now, inſtead of lea- 
ving one another tothe juſt Judgment of God. Men ſeem 
to claim that Power themſelves, not only arraigning their 
Actions, but alſo their very Thoughts and Deſigns. In or- 
der therefore, as far as in me lies, to oppoſe 0 prevailing 
and dangerous a Sin, I ſhall in the following Diſcourſe: en- 
deavour to diſcover the Malignity, and ſet forth the Aggra- 
vations of it, bot mo 35 nf n 

And Ceſare has then the Nature of gin, when it is.raſh | 
and inconſiderate, when we give too eaſy credit to what 
we hear, and by confirming the Belief of other Mens Lies, 
really, tho' raſhly and unadviſedly, become the Authors 
of em; and this is properly Cenſure. 
., 2aly, When our Cenſure, being falſe and unjuſt, ig g 
tended with Slander, and made fubſervient to the haf 
Deſigns of Hatred and Exvy, it is diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Name of Ca/umpy, ; 4 
Both theſe kinds of Scandal are juſtly hateful and aho- 
minable; and tho' the former be of a.leſs flagrant Nature 
than the latter, yet the ill Conſequence of them both he- 
ing the ſame in the Injury done to Mens Credit, they can 
no otherwiſe be diſtinguiſh'd than according tothe Degree 
of Malice that accompanies em. | 
And this Vice will appear to be attended with ſufficient 
Guilt, by ſhewing you that *tis compounded of the two 
chief Ingredients of the Devil's Nature, Pride and Malice, 
the one the Cauſe of his Fall, the other his Imployment 
ever ſince. 327 2 oy: "i010 
The arrogant and overweaning Conceit ſome Men have 
of themſelves, ſets em upon a ſtrict Survey of other Mens 
Actions, with a deſign to ſet themſelves off by their Errors 
and Failures, upon a falſe Suppoſition, that the leſs * 
35 B | | they 
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they have, the more will fall to their own ſhare. They 
think they can't appear to advantage, whilſt others have 
any Pretence to Regard; ſo that in order to raiſe their 
own Credit, they pull down their Neighbours Reputa- 

tion, founding their own: on the Ruins of it. This ſets 
dem upon the baſe Arts of Detraction and Defamation, and 
if they can't find real Scandal enough to ſully their Adver- 
fary's Character, their Malice - quickens their Invention, 
and furniſhes em with it. Thus with their Father the 
Devil they go about ſeeking whom they may devour. If 
they cou*d blaſt a Man at once, and throw him into Eternal 
Perdition, no doubt they wou'd do that too. They ſhew 
their Good-will to it by proſecuting with Ne and 
thundering Anathema's againſt all that are not of their own 
Opinion and Party, conſigning 'em over to Eternal Dam- 
nation as confidently as if they had the Keys of Hell in their 
Poſſeſſion. But ſince their Power is ſhort of their Malice, 
and the Almighiy has reſerv?d to Himſelf the Determination 
of our eternal Condition; ſince He has made it impoſſible 
for them to purſue a Man any further than this World ; 
they content themſelves, with doing him all the Injury they 
can here, following him to his very Grave with Scandal 
and Obloquy,' and too often not ſuffering the hated Perſon 
to reſt quiet there. But tlie Aggravations of this Sin will 
be beſt ſeen by ſhewing you, 


1ſt, The Injury done to our Neighbour by taking away 
his Reputation. i 
2aly, The Difficulty of reſtoring it to him after we have 
taken it away. . 
34h, Becauſe it defeats the only jaſtiftable End of 7 
4th, Becauſe 'tis an Hindrance to the Good a Man 
might otherwiſe do in the World, © 


And 


— . 
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And the 1 Aggravation of Cenſure is the Injury done 
our Neighbour by taking away his Reputation. } 16 
_ Mean juſtly ſet a great Value on their Reputation, it be- 
ing ſo neceſſary, that there is little Comfort or Happineſs 

without it. Tis that which gives a Reliſb to all our En- 
joyments, and renders our Lives pleaſant and eaſy to us. 
ithout it all the Conveniences of this World would be 
miſerably flat and inſipid, and in compariſon of it, Riches 
and Honour are deſervedly deſpis'd. If a Good Name be 
better than precious Ointment, then certainly the Degree of. 
Sin, in depriving another of it, muſt be proportionable to 
the Loſs of ſo valuable a thing. ee RR 
When Job lay under the Hand of Gop, and the ſevereſt 
Afflictions the Devil himſelf cou'd bring upon him, he 
- ſtill comforted himfelf in his Integrity; but when that 
was call'd in queſtion by his unmerciful Friends and mi- 
ſerable Comforters, his Patienie was in greater danger 
than from all his other Misfortunes. This Accufation' 
pierc'd his very Soul, whereas that was no way affected by 
the other leſs, tho? intolerable Miſeries. The Loſs of his 
Cattle, the Slaughter of his Servants, and the Deſtruction 
of his Children, no nor the 1 0 of his Diſeaſe,” an- 
common both. in its Nature and Miſery, nor all the Calami- 
ties put together, that the Providence of God permitted 
to befal him, did ſo ſenſibly grieve the poor Man, nor 
extort from him ſo ſevere an Expreſſion as the ſingle 
Charge of Hyeocxisy : For at the 4th Verſe of the 13th 
Chapter of his Hiſtory, he tells em, they were Forgers of 
Lies, and Phyſicians of no value. os 0 1 
The ſudden and lamentable Revolution in that Great as 
well as Good Man's Fortune, will teach us that the Beſt 
and Happieſt of us all may ſoon be reduc'd to ſo low a 
Condition, that the Kindneſs of others may be neceſſar 
to our Support and r ; and tho' a tender Sen 4 
| 2 0 


— cc 
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2 ee proved. © 


of Pit) and Compaſſion be for the Benefit of the Diſtreſs'd 
implanted in our Nature, yet thg good Opinion we have 


of the Sufferer, commonly recommends him to our Bexe-- 


ſconce, and quickens our Care and Induſtry in our Relief. 
Many a poor Man, -whoſe Condition deſerv'd Cohſdera- 
tion and Pity, has no doubt thro' an ill Character given 
of him, been leſs regarded than the Nature of his Wants 


requir'd. In ſpeaking of other Men the greateſt Caution 


is due. We know not what Injury we may do em when 


we gy oy a Reflection upon em, nor at what 
Time it may break out to their Diſadvantage, 


diſtance 
and contribute to their Ruin. SI Geib (it 
But when a Reflection is deſign d on purpoſe to do Miſchief, 


when we ſua) to prejudice our Neighbours in their Repu- 


tation, that, I think, is one of 'the preateſt Ag ravations 
of che beſeſ# of Sins. There is no Man out of the reach 

of Calumny. Thoſe of the greateſt Dignity, Power and 
Merit, are as ſubject to the Miſchief of it as meaner Peo- 


ple, and it has been the uſual Method of their Adverſa- 


ries to attack them this way. The Injury that is done 
by it is inconceivable. Calumny has a double ill Conſe- 
quence when. thrown upon Great Men: For when t 
fall a Sacrifice to the ſacceſsfal Malice of their Enemies, 
they are at once depriv'd of their Power and Regutation. 
I robs the State of their Service, and themſelves of the 
Honour ne to them for the faithful Diſcharge of 
the Truſt committed to them. Their /pireful Adverſaries 
know there is no other way to remove em from the De- 
gres of Favour they are in, but by depriving 'em of their 
Good Name, on which as far as they can prevail, they fix 
a laſting Reproach. The Calumny affects em both o 
and hereafter, and is a perpetual Fund of Infamy for their 
Enemies to apply to em thro' the whole Courſe of their 
Lives. For the Miſchief of Slander is not confin'd to the 


prefent Time, but is as extenſive as a Man's Life, nay 


ſome- 
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ſometimes is a "Diſadvantage to Pofteriry, When Calam- 
n has got the better of Merit, and hone# Men are abus'd 
and rail d out of Power, tho? perhaps it was meant at firſt 
only in prejudice to their Power, and to remove em from 
their Authority, it may affect their Lives afterwards, and 
reach and ruin their Families. It is to be fear'd the ill 
Conſequences of this Vice are either overlook'd, or the 
Nature of it miſunderſtood, elſe there wou'd be the ſame 
Dread of falling into it, the ſame Care to avoid it, as 
there is to ſhun Murder, or any other the moſt crying 
Sin. The Injury done by the former is little leſs than by 
the latter, and I know no Rea ſon why the one ſhould not 
be as common as the other, if it be not owing to the ſe- 
verer Laws made againſt Murder, that it is leſs frequent 
than Slander. © 5 5 ö 88 

24ly, The Difficulty of reſtoring our Neiglibour's Cre- 
dit is another great Aggravation of Cenſure. For he that 
once lets a reflecting Story go out of his Mouth, puts it 

out of his own Power to recall it, there being a ſcanda- 
tous Proneneſs in Mankind to'fpread' abroad any thing 

to the Diſreputation of others. Tis ſuch à Sin as wi 
hardly admit of Repentance, Reparation being a nece(- 
ſary part of it, which in this caſe is almoſt impoſſible to- 
be made. For till every one that has heard of the Cen- 
ſure is convinc'd of the Innocence of the injur d Perſon, the 
Scandal is not remov'd, neither is full Satisfaction made. 
Bur the Misfortune is, that thoſe Perſons that imploy their 
Tongues moſt in raiſing and ſpreading Scandals of others, 
are commonly rhe leaſt concern'd in endeavouring their 
Suppreſſion. A Man muſt be void of all Juſtice and Good. 
nature before he can embark himſelf in fo baſe a Sin, and 
will ſcarce have Goodneſs enough left in him to touch his 
Heart (if God does not) with a Senſe of the Injury of it. 
When once we ſuffer our ſelves to be led into this Sin 4 
| | | | Fa tne. 


6 


5 A Sermon preachid 


8 


the Author of Miſchief, and to be ſo immediately im- 
ploy'd in the Devil's own Work, he will loſe no Oppor- 
tunity of engaging us further in his Service, It may be 
ſaid of this Sin, as it is of raſh Swearing, that ſome Men 
are ſo us'd to it, that they hardly know when they com- 
mit it; and then tis very nale they ſhould make Re- 

aration for it, when they are ſcarce ſenſible they have 

en guilty. And in truth this Vice has of late Years got 
ſuch ground among us, that one would think that thoſe 
that exerciſe themſelves in it not only apprehended no 
Guilt, but conceiv'd that they merit by it; and as the 
— formerly thought they did God good Service by kil- 
ing his Diſciples, ſo there are ſome now who believe they 
are doing Service to God's Church, whilſt they are depri- 
ving the moſt eminent Members of it of their Reputation. 
And how theſe Men will be brought to repent of that 
which they think their greateſt Vertue, or if they ſhou'd 
be inclin'd to it, how they will reſtore that Credit they have 
ſo induſtriouſly rain d, Iam at a loſs to conceive, Sure 
I am that it will require more Time and Coſt, and more 
Trouble than they are aware of; and that if they will 
ſet about it in good earneſt, their Diligence muſt be 
at leaſt as great in repairing, as it has been in deſtroying 
their Neighbours Reputations. | 


aly, Another great Aggravation of this Sin is, that it 
defeats the only jufifiable End of Cenſure. For nothing 

can excuſe the cenſuring our Neighbours Actions, but a 
Deſign of doing em | and reforming their Lives by 
it, It has been ſeldom known that any good has been 
done upon a guilty Perſon by pabliſbing his Crimes, and 
proclaiming his Infirmities. Sharp and ſevere Methods 
Will rather harden and confirm him in his Wickedneſs than 
reclaim him from it, One that is really concern'd for his 
Brother's Good will firſt try another Method. yy he 
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offers his - Interpoſition, he will conſider whether the 
atler way of —_— him privately will not be more 
_ inſtrumental to his Recovery, than to proſecute him 
with ſharp and bitter I»ve&ives. That is the trueſt Cha-. 
rity which imploys it ſelf in covering Faults, not that 
which delights in expoſing em. That Man's good Inten- 
tion may juſtly be ſuſpected, who rebukes with Oftenta- 
tion; and he who ſeems to glory in objecting a long. Cata- 
logue of Crimes to his Brethren, will hardly clear himſelf 
from the Character of rejoicing in their Iniquity. Reproof 
loſes its Nature and its End too, when it is given in a 
boaſting manner, but eee when Hatred againſt the 
Perſons appears to be the prevailing Cauſe that they are 
charged with the Crimes abjected to them. Throwing out 
general Reflections will never do any particular Man good, 
and railing Accuſations are unjuſtifiable when they are 
brought againſt the worſt kind of Men, even thoſe that 
deſpiſe Government, and are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 
Dignities, as you may read in the 24 Chapter of the 24 
Epiſtle of St. Peter. 95 e, 
If it be an expreſs Command of the Scripture that all 
things be done with Charity, for which ſee the 167% 
Chapter of the 24 Bpiſtle to the. Corinthians, at the 14th 
Verſe; then that Reproof which is given in an «ncharitable 
manner, and attended with bitter and provoking Expreſ- 
ſions, is ſo far from being j«ſtifiable, that it is really ſinful. 
That Man certainly — be void of all Chriſtian Charity, 
who can in a paſſionare manner, without any ſeeming Con- 
cern for their anhappy Caſe, but rather with an Air of 
Satisfaction, pronounce Eternal Damnation on his BRE- 
THREN, tho' in his opinion FALSE ones, We are indeed 
aut horix d to declare ſuch Perſons liable to that diſmal 
State, who perſevere in the Commiſſion of thoſe particular 
Sins which are made damnable by the Goſpel of Chriſt, but 
' have no Warrant to conſigu over to, or to leave * the 
| on- 
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Company of the Devil and his Angels, thoſe whom we 
wnjuſtly or at leaſt doubtfally conclude under a general 
Charge. The Spirit of the Goſpel is of another Strain: 
Inſtead of delivering an inceſtuous Perſon, one of the great- 
en of Sinners, over to Satan, and leaving him with him, 
the Scripture commands that he be deliver'd over to Satan 
indeed for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, but with this wer- 
= Intention, that the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus, the 1/t of the Corinthians, the 5th Chapter. 
Inſtead of throwing a Sinner into the Fire, it is for pulin; 
him out; and inſtead of diſcovering the Spots and Blemiſbes 
of others, it is for hiding them here, in hopes they will be 
waſhd out by the Blood of the Lamb hereafter. But ſup 
ſing the Crimes we undertake to cenſure to be publick and 
notorious, we are even then directed to do it in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs, and to conſider our ſelves, left we alſo be 
tempted or drawn into the like or greater Sins. 
And if the Chriſtian m—_— enjoins us to obſerve ſuch 
a Caution in reproving viſible and notoriou Crimes; if it 
be a Chriſtian Duty to conceal real Faults, and to admo- 
- niſh the guilty Perſons privately, leſt proc/aiming their Sins 
ſhould harden and make em averſe to our well meant 
Inſtructions; much more are we oblig'd to be ſilent when 
the Opinion we have taken up of our Neighbour's Guile is 
doubtful, when perhaps ours may be greater than theirs, in 
ſo raſhly admitting an i»jurious Judgment of them, when 
we conclude em guilty without Proof, and charge em 
with Uncertainties, And this muſt always be the Caſe, 
when Men judge one another's Deſigns, when they pretend 
to know what is in their Neighbours Hearts, and thence 
take occaſion to ſpeak all manner of Evil of them. We 
are not to reprove by Conjecture, nor romantically to en- 
counter Faults that are no where but in our own Brains. 
We muſt be ſure of the: Crimes before we pronounce Judg- 


ment on the Perſons, elſe we ſhall our ſelves be guilty of 
Judge 
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judging according to Appearance, and our Judgment will 
be far from being righteows. In this e tranſgreſs the 
Rules of Charity as well as Judgment, which thinketh no 
Evil, much leſs imputes it to them in whom there is 
none. 8 I; = | 
And this Caution of founding our Judgment right, is 
moſt requiſite to be obſerv'd by the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
in the Diſcharge of their Miniſterial Duty. We are more 

articularly concern'd to ſpeak the Words of Truth and So- 
me s; and unleſs we are careful of this, we ſhall not 
be able to clear our Reproofs from the Imputation of Ca. 
lumm, and our Zeal from that of Fury. 


I come now to the laſt and greateſt Aggravation of 
Cenſure, which is, that the taking away another's Repa- 
tation by falſe and malicious Inſinuations, is a Means of hin- 
dring the Good he might otherwiſe do in the World. 

As little Faith as Men have in other matters, they ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be eaſily led into the Belief of any thing 
that will wound the Reputation of others. One ſcanda- 
lous Reflection upon 'em often repeated and boldly main- 
tain'd, will make a greater Impreſſian on ſome People than 
the viſible Integrity of the - accus'd Perſons whole Lives. 
The Diſcovery of a real, or but imaginary Error in Men of 
Power, is one of the Triumphs of IIl- nature, and ſhall be 
ſure to be epos d with. all the Pomp and Solemnity imagi- 
nable. And to what 23 is this done but to weaken 
their Reputations, and by begetting a Contempt of em in 
others, to render their Deſigns, tho never ſo beneficial to 
Mankind, ineffectual ? LEE 7 | 

This, if it falls on a good Man, tho? of a private Con- 
dition, is a very great Sin; but if it light on one in a 
public Station, it muſt be highly prejudicial to the Inte- 
reſt of Gop and Man, ſince it leſſens that Power which 
might and ought to be — to the Service of both, 5 

: But 


But if it be levell'd at All in Authority, if the whole 
Government be at once aſpers'd and calumniated, and that 
by a Miniſter of the Goſpel in the Exerciſe of his Sacred 
Imployment, whoſe Buſineſs is of a very different Nature, 
I ſhall leave every one to judge of the Extenſiveneſs of ſuch 
a Crime, who is ſenſible of the Advantage of living under 
Government. All that are ſenſible of the Benefit of Go- 
vernment in general (and who might not if they would 
be happy under the preſent ?) are 1 Judges what an 
Injury is done to the whole Community by reflecting on the 
Adminiſtration! What a Diſcouragement it is to them 
to proceed in their Labours for the Publick Good ! what 

a continual Trouble and Vexation it gives em! what an 
Hindrance to the Peace and Welfare of the Community 
which they are continually intending, and when things 
go beſt find difficulty enough in aue N And it is not 
to be doubted that thoſe that make, and thoſe that encou- 
rage Reflettions againſt the Government, too well know the 
Conſequences of 'em, and mean that Miſchief which they 
naturally tend to produce. 

It is not to be wonder'd at, that an angry, diſcontented, 
reſtleſs Perſon ſhould undertake to aſperſe and blacken a 
Miniſtry, who have all along ſhewn themſelves Enemies 
to Violence, and Promoters of Union; but that the Reviler 
of the Government ſhould be hag*d and careſs? d where-ever 
he goes, that he ſhould be conducted in Triumph and with 
Acclamations thro? part of the Kingdom, that his wicked Slay- 
ders ſhould meet with ſuch Approbation and Encouragement 
from great numbers of People of all Razks and Conditions, 

is the moſt aſtoniſhing thing in the World. This is ſuch 
a Contradiction to the Chriſlian Religion, ſuch an Afront to 
Uovernment, that I want the Spirit of that SLaNDptRER 
to know by what Name to call it. 

When the Maintainers of abſolute unconditional Obedience 
ſo far forget themſelves, as to abet and encourage the vent- 
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ing ſuch Slanders and Calumnies againſt the Goverument, 
as in their Conſequence tend to Diſobedience, and are the 
conſtant Forerunners of Rebellion, it cannot be thought a 

Defect of Charity in any one to judge that their ill- 
govern'd Zeal has carried them from their Principle; and 
that by contending too earneſtly for the ſpeculative part of 
it, they have loſt the practical. 

I ſhall not pretend to determine which Party is in the 
Right as to the Subject of their Diſpute, but ſure I am 
that thoſe are in the wrong of either ſide, who in de- 
fence of any Principle (eſpecially if it be not eſſential to 
the Chriſtian Religion, if it be not an Article of Faith) 
will ſuffer — to be carried from their Daty to 
the Government, to which they are by the ſame Religion 
oblig'd, and to ſet ſuch an Example of Diſreſpect to Autho- 
rity, as will render it cheap and code and leſſen 


that Awe in the People, which is neceſſary to the Support 
of any Government. ' 


There is one thing we are well agreed about, which is 


the abſolute Neceſſity of Government it ſelf, and there is 
another that ought to be as aniverſally allow d, that That 
cannot be ſecur*d, but by keeping up a RefpedF to thoſe in 
Authority, Deſpiſing of Power, and ſpeaking evil of Dig- 
nities, is the way to deſtroy 'em; and that Preacher, 
who endeavours to harangue the People into an ill Opi- 
nion of thoſe entruſted with the Power of governing em, 
had as good tell em they have no need to be goverr'd at 
all, that Sabjection is no Duty, and that they may, if they 
pleaſe, free themſelves from any Reſtraint, The Govern d 
art of Mankind are too apt of themſelves to take up ill 
houghts of the Governing, and there is need enough 
of conſtant Lectures of Obedience to be read to em; but 
when they hear their own ſeditious Thoughts encourag d 
and confirm'd from the Pulpit, they remain no longer in 

doubt of the Trurh of their Suggeſtions. | 
| C 2- Sedition 
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Sedition from the Palpit has this peculiar Malignity in 
it, that by coming from that Place, it is as it were conſe- 
crated, and by being mixt and blended with Religious. 
Duties, as it becomes a Principle in the Hearers, ſt aſ- 
ſumes the Name of Religion, and pleads Conſcience in its 
excuſe: And then to what an Heat and Fury does it car- 
ry thoſe who are ſo unhappy to be poſſeſs'd with it? 

Let thoſe Men that approve and enconrage thoſe impious 
Meaſures, now look back to the Beginning of the late 

horrible Rebellion, and they will perceive the. Nation cou'd, 
not have been blown up to ſuch a Fury without the help 
of ſeditious Preaching, and that the People of Exgland did 
not caſt off their Loyalty to the King, till they were 
taught from the Palpit that "twas their Duty to op- 
pany Him. . ih | 
is true this was then done by the Diſſenters from our 
Church; but as we have always objected it to them as a 
Crime, ſo when the ſame thing is done by one of our own. 
Body, let us acknowledge it to be a Crime ſtill, and not 
undertake to defend that in our ſelves, which we have of- 
ten with. great Juſtice condemned in others. One would 
think a ſerious Reflection on the Prevalence of Sander in 
choſe wicked Times, and the Confuſion it brought upon the 
| | Nation, ſllould hinder Men from giving it fo great En- 
couragement in thoſe good ones, when every part of the 
_ Leziſlature keeps it felt within juſt Bounds, and the whole 
Adminiſtration is according to Law. 


, 


| But were there any Errors in the Adminiſtration, is this 
| the way to reclaim em? No good Man certainly would 
[| tale upon him to calumniate a Government in order to 
amend it. It might provoke and exaſperate it, but cou'd 
not poſſibly have any good Effect. In ſuch a Caſe we 
know our Duty, Which is to betake our ſelves to Prayers 
and Tears, and to leave the reſt to Gop Almighty, the 
Ruler of all Events. A good Man will not 0 the 

„ Faults 
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Faults of a Government, if — have any, much leſs im- 
pute thoſe to them which they have not. 

It is a ſurprizing thing, that ſo many otherwiſe good 
Men ſhould -overlook the ill Conſequences of cenſaring 


= and reflecting on the Adminiſtration, and ſhould be fo far 


from ſetting themſelves againſt it, as to look on it with 
Pleaſure and Approbation. 
Good Men may be led into a Prejudice to the Admini- 
ſtration, by hearing continual Slanders and Calumnies thrown - 
upon it, but one would think that all the Art of wicked 
Men ſhould not bring them to approve and defend thoſe 
Slanders when they lay before 'em, and they may read 
and ſee em. But to ſuch an Iafatuation are we gat, whe» * 
ther as a Puniſhment for our Sins Gop only knows, or 
whether it is: brought about by the Enemies of the Ring- 
dom, who are always upon the watch to improve and to- 
ment the Jealouſies cauſed by theſe continual Sanders, 
that many Men, who cannot but. diſcern the. ill Conſe» 
quences neceſſarily reſulting from their Practices, go into 
Meaſures which are neither for the Honour nor Security of 
the Nation. God knows what their End may be in 
them, but ſure there muſt be ſomething more than a 
Deſign to preſerve the Church, Which (Gop be prais'd) is 
in as flouriſbing a Condition as it has been from the Refor- 

mation down td this Time. | 
By confining Her Majeſty's Title to the Crown to the 
Hereditary Right, by way ot excluſion to the Act of Settlement, 
which at one Stroke brands the Revolution as unlawful, and 
_ King William's Reign as an V/arpation, would give one too 
much Cauſe to doubt there is a Deſign form'd to condemn 
and ſet aſide the Revolution, and to unſettle all that has 
ſince with ſo great Wiſdom and Difficulty been done for 
the Security of the Nation, But becauſe I am unwilling 
to charge em all with deſigning ſuch Conſequences 7 
| Fo POI- 


* 2 bw 4 CE — 
gk 45th... cells. ———— — At Wag e ee een 


1 
r the. 


» th. 


a. 
* 


22 4 Sernun preach'd 


** 


em no further than their Actions will juſtify me, 
leaving em to ANswER for themſelves. | 
Is this a Time to ſhew the Strength of an oppoſite 


poſſibly only ſome of 'em might mean, I will _ 
* 


Farty? Is this a Time for Feuds and Animoſitieß, for 


Strife and Contention among our ſelves, When the common 
Enemy is brought to the laſt Extremity, when nothing can 
encourage him to continue the War, but a Proſpect of a 


| Civil one here, when the Nation is upon the point of be- 


ing ſecur'd by an honourable and laſting Peace, in ſpite of 
the conſtant Oppoſition that has been given to thoſe glo- 
rious Methods by which it has been hitherto preſerv'd? 


Is this a Time to teach the People to ſlight and contemn 


the Determinations of Parliament, by conducting a Perſon 
convicted of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors by that Hagaf 
Aſſembly, through the Kingdom in Triumph? I ſhall only 
ſay this is playing the Maſters to the purpoſe : It is inſul- 


ting and trampling upon Governours and Government: 


It is uſurping the Judgment of that which has already 
received the Determination of the Higheſt Court of Judi- 
cature upon Earth. 

I am aware that I ſhall meet with Cenſure my ſelf, and 


be thought to tranſgreſs the Rules I would ſet others, 


becauſe whilſt I am directing my Diſcourſe againſt Cenſure 
in general, I ſo particularly exerciſe that Talent my ſelf: 
But I truſt, a Concern for Government in it ſelf conſider'd, 
and eſpecially for the prudent Adminiſtration of it, we ei- 
ther do or may live ſo happily under, will juſtify my ex- 


preſſing a zealous Warmth and Reſentment againſt the 


Favourers of Sedition, and Oppoſers of Government; and in 

truth I cannot but think that thoſe Men who prejudice 

the Government by encouraging Slanderers and Slanders 

againſt it, deſerve to be rankr among the Enemies of it, 

wherher they contribute ro it through Weakneſs or —_ 
$5. ; An 
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And tho? we are oblig'd by Chriſtian Charity not to cen- 
ſure our Neighbours pablickly for Crimes that are of a 
private Nature, when there is no Danger from 'em to any 
one but themſelves, and when concealing em may be a 
Means of reclaiming and bringing 'em to a Senſe and 
Reformation of their Faults, yet when they are of a pub- 
lick ill Influence, when the Safety of the whole Kjngdom is 
concern'd in diſcoverine and expoſing em, in that caſe I 
take cenſuring and reproving em to be ſo far from being 
a Crime, that *tis an abſolute and indiſpenſable Duty. A 
Duty particularly belonging to Us of the Clergy, whoſe 
undoubted Buſineſs it is to withſtand and reſiſt growing 
Sins, our and. they become general and dangerous, to 


point out and expoſe 'em, that thoſe committed to our 
Charge may neither be led into *em through Ignorance, 
nor plead it for their Excuſe, but being thoroughly 
warn'd of the Evil and Danger of the Courſe they are en- 
gag' d in, may either be brought to Repentarce, or be left 
ineccuſable. 5 | 
If therefore there be any among you that have been 
guilty of this heinous Sin of ca/ummating and defaming 
the aver pgs I beſeech you to avoid the ſad Conſe- 
quences of it by a timely Reformation and Repentance, 
by imploying your Tongues for the future in praiſing and 
bleſſing Gov tor his great Favour to you, in placing you 
under ſo mild, ſo gracious, ſo merciful a Government, by 
putting up your daily Prayers to the Almighty Diſpoſer of 
all things, to grant Her Majeſty a long Reign over us, to 
make it proſperous and glorious in the future Courſe of it, 
and to that end always to bleſs Her with ſuch a Miniſtry, 
whoſe chief End is the Nation's Good, the Security both 
of Church and State; by endeavauring to approve your 
ſelves good Subjects to the beſt of Queens, by a quiet and 
willing Submiſſion to all in Authority, and ſtriving to _—_ | 
er 
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Her M s Reign eaſy and happy, by paying a cheer- 
TIT Obedience to thats, whoſoever they are, 
ſhe is pleaſed to entruſt with the Adminiferation of the 


Affairs of the Kingdom. 


Now to Gop the Father, "AM the Son, and GoD 50 Hoh 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory, Might, Majeſty and 1985 
minion, both now and for evermore. Amen. + 
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